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conveyed to the new one, where it is received with the words,
" Welcome, grandfather, to the new home ! " 1

But why, it may be asked, should a procreative virtue Reasons
be attributed to the fire, which at first sight appears to be a^tiavepr
purely   destructive   agent ?   and why   in   particular  should virtue was
the ancestral spirits be conceived  as present in  it ?    Two
different reasons perhaps led savage philosophers to these
conclusions.     In the first place the common mode of making The
fire by means of the fire-drill has suggested, as we have
to many savages the notion that fire is the child of the fire- fire by
sticks,  in  other  words  that  the rubbing of the  fire-sticks ^^nto
together is a sexual  union  which begets offspring  in the the savage
shape of a flame.    This of itself suffices to impress on the generatLx
mind of a savage the idea that a capacity of reproduction is
innate  in  the  fire, and   consequently  that   a  woman  may
conceive by contact with it      Strictly speaking, he  ought
perhaps to refer this power of reproduction not to the fire
but to the fire-sticks ;  but savage thought is in general too
vague to distinguish clearly between cause and 'effect    If he
thinks the matter out, as  he  may do if he is more  than
usually reflective, the savage will probably conclude that fire
exists unseen in all wood, and is only elicited from it by
friction,2 so that the spark or flame is the child, not so much
of the fire-sticks, as of the parent fires in them.    But this
refinement of thought may well be above the reach even of
a  savage  philosopher.       The  second  reason  which seems Again, the
to have led early man to associate the fire with the souls ^0^ted
of  his ancestors   was   a   superstitious   veneration   for   thewiththe
ancestral   tree   which   furnished    either   the    fuel    for   the trough"
sacred   fire or the   material out  of which he   carved   one the sacred
or  both  of  the  fire-sticks.       Among the   Herero,   as

saw,   the    male   fire - stick   commonly is, or   used   to   be, furnished
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made  out of the   holy  omumborombonga  tree,  from  which fuel or the
they believe that they and their cattle  sprang in days of fire"stlcks>
old.       Hence   nothing   could  be   more   natural than  that
they should regard the fire produced by the friction of a

1 W. R. S. Ralston, The Songs of the     sentative of an ancestral spirit.    Com-

Rusrian People, pp.  120 sq.    Ralston     pare ibid. pp. 84, 86, 119.

held   that   the   Russian    house-spirit         2 Evidence of  this   view  will   be

Domovoy,   who is  supposed  to   live     adduced later on.      See  The   Golden

behind the stove, is the modem repre-     B<ntgh> Second Edition, iii. 456.